MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST CONTINUATION SHEET Property Name: Mt. Carmel Monastery
U.S. 301 SOUTH CORRIDOR TRANSPORTATION STUDY Survey No.: Nff*207; CH-52 {PAGE6-645)

Property Address 5678 Mt. Carmel Road, La Plata, Charles County
Owner Name/Address Discgk_ed Carmelites of Maryland, Inc. P.O. Box 176, La Plata, MD 20646
(&

.

Year Built circa 1790

Description:

Mt. Carmel Monastery was previously surveyed by the Maryland Historical Trust in May 1973 and is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. There have been no changes to the 1790 chapel since the time of the survey. The brick chapel
mentioned in the survey form was not observed. Several associated buildings exist which were not mentioned in the previous
survey. A 3-bay, 1'2-story brick chapel constructed in 1954 is located a short distance northwest of the 1790 chapel. Two
1-story front-gable cottages, constructed circa 1930, are located east of the two chapels. A complex of buildings constructed
circa 1985 is located north and east of the chapel. The buildings, which are of wood-frame construction with gable roofs,
are located behind a wood fence and are not accessible to the public.

National Register Evaluation:

The Mt. Carmel Monastery Chapel (NR-207), constructed circa 1790, is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification:

The National Register boundaries of Mt. Carmel Monastery Chapel follow the current property lines of 5678 Mt. Carmel Road
(Charles County Tax Map 32, Parcel 153). This 4.58 hectare (11.32 acre) parcel is bounded all sides by adjacent tax parcels.
The boundary includes the chapel and the non-contributing cottages, chapel, and cloister. The parcel is part of the land
historically associated with the Monastery.

MHT CONCURRENCE:
Eligibility recommended not recommended
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Property Name: Mt. Carmel Monastery
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Year Built circa 1790

Property Address 5678 Mt. Carmel Road, La Plata, Charles County
Owner Name/Address Discaled Carmelites of Maryland, Inc. P.O. Box 176, La Plata, MD 20646
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Form 10-300
(Rev. 6-72)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

» (Type all entries - complete applicable sections)

CH - 52

STATE:

Maryland

COUNTY:

Charles

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY DATE

COMMON:

Mt. Carmel Monastery
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{Z. iocation

STREET ANONUMBER:

Mt. Carmel Road

CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Port Tobacco First
i copE |COUNTY: copEe
Marvland 2_4 _ Cha;les _017
ASSIFICATION e S SRl e
5
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
{Check One) PN TO THE PUBLIC
13 District [] Building [ Public Public Acquisition: [[] Occupied Yes:
L Site s [] Structure k] Private ] In Process tz] Unoccupied K] Rextricred
[] Object [] Both [[] Being Considered E) Pisasiiisiiek [] Unrestricted
in progress [ No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[ Agricultural [[] Government ] Park 1 Tronsportation [] Comments
[ Cemmercial ] Industrial [] Private Residence [] Other (Specity)
EI Educational [ Military ¥1 Religious
[C] Entertainment f] Museum [] Scientific

OF PROPERTY

NER'S N AME:

Restorers of Mt. Carmel in Maryland

STREET AND NUMBER:

Mt. Carmel

CITY OR TOWN:

Port Tobacco

STATE:

pueTAxen |

Maryland

ATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

‘31vls

RTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Charles County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

iJAINNOD

CITY OR TOWN:

La Plata

STATE

CODE

Maryland

saTxey)d

24

REPRESENTATION [N EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

e

DATE OF SURVEY: [ Federal

[] State

[] County [} Loeal

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

HIGWNN AMLNI

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

CODE

ATTMO 38N SdN ¥O4

alva




N

-~ 45

- [7. DESCRIPTION

(Check 0!.13)
CONDITION (] Excellent E Good <[ Fair [C] Deteriorated (] Ruins (] Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
Q Altered [ Unaltered [[] Moved £1 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGIMAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

-

Mt. Carmel is situated on Mt. Carmel Road, South side of
Mitchell Road, approximately 2 1/2 miles west of U. S. route
301 south, 2 miles north of La Plata, Maryland.

The earliest building now standing at Mt. Carmel is a two
part frame house, known as "the Monastery." The main block,
built circa 1790 and restored in 1936-37, consists of a two
story structure with a moderately pitched "A" frame roof.

It is three bays in length with the main entrance door of
both facade elevations (north and south) occupying the first
bay from the west end. At the east end stands a single
exterior chimney with a free standing stack. The exterior
doors are of vertical planks, each having a wood stoop with
simple railings. First floor window openings frame sash of

9/9 panes while those windows of the second floor frame sash ¢

6/6 panes. The exterior sheathing is of random width beaded
boards (1936~1937) over the brick nogged structural framing.

The base of the east end chimney is now enclosed within a
very small, one bay, frame hyphen which connects the main
block with a one story, four bay frame wing. This portion
of the house is said to predate that part previously dis-
cussed but if this is true it does so by only a few years.
At its principal (north) facade the main entrance door
occupies the third bay from the east corner. It is also of
batten design. The three windows are of 9/9 pane sash. The
exterior walls were, like the main block, sheathed with
random width beaded boards at the time of the 1936-37 re-
storation. The roof is of an "A" frame plan and, is again
like the main block, covered with slate shingles. Both parts
of the house were restored following their "discovery" in
1933 in a nearly ruinous condition. The entire house, de-
void of any extraneous ornamentation, reflects the austerity
of the life of the Carmelite nuns who are believed to have
used this house as their residence. The interior of the
house remains unfinished but has been partially furnished as
a museum that physically documents the manner in which the
Carmelite nuns lived and worked.

A short distance from the north-east corner of the house
stands a small brick chapel designed in 1936-37 by architect
Philip H. Frohman and built the same year. It was construct-
ed on what is believed to have been the site of the original
convent chapel and is simple in plan. A small 19th century
cemetery is situated east of the church.

The once serene hill top site of Mt. Carmel is now seriously
threatened by the expansion of a nearby housing development

unfortunately known as Mt. Carmel Estates.

-
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

domestic dependencies. The farm became largely self-

The Mt. Carmel Monastery was founded on October 15, 1790

by four Beligum Carmelite nuns, three of them former natives
of Charles County. Departing from Beligum in May, 1790,
they arrived at nearby Port Tobacco through the assistance
of Bishop Carroll and Father Charles Neale, S. J. On
arrival they set up a temporary residence at Chandler's _
Hope, the family home of Father Neale. By October 15, 1970
Father Neale had negotiated for the purchase of the present
Mt. Carmel lands and the nuns transferred their residency
to that property. The Mt. Carmel property was a part of a
tract of land granted in the mid-17th century to Baker
Brooke, a politically active figure, loyal to the Calvert
family during Fendall's Rebellion of 1659-~1660. Brooke's
home reputedly stood on the part of the property that be-
came the Monastary that burned, along with several other
structures, in early 19th century circa(1800-1815). -

Bésides the Monastery building remaining on the Mt. Carmel
tract the Carmelite nuns built several others including
another residence, a chapel and a school as well as numerous

sufficient through the efforts of these pioneer religious
women and the parishoners they helped to serve. al

However, in the early 19th century a fire destroyed several ¥
important buildings and the farm and school became increasingt
ly difficult to maintain. In 1831 the Carmelite nuns then in
residence were ordered to transfer the convent to Baltimore
City, Maryland and the Mt. Carmel property in Charles County
was abandoned.

In 1933 several native Charles countians launched an investi-
gation into the history and precise location of the original
convent and through their efforts the two remaining buildings
then teranted and fallen into disrepair, were discovered

and an organization, called the Restorers of Mt. Carmel in
Maryland, formed to aid in the restoration of the site. The

(see continuation sheet)
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Mt. Carmel Monastery

No. 8. Significance Continued.

restoration of the remaining buildings and the design for the
new chapel was prepared by Philip Hubert Frohman,an architect
of the Washington Cathedral. The buildings and immediate

- grounds are now beautifully maintained, and yearly pilgrimages
as well as special religious services are held there throughout

the year.
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J. Richard Rivoire
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May 1973
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 NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATIO)

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
890-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c*itefia and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

Netional Register,

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

<

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preser

on

Mational [7] State [} Local [ .8
N
Date d
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Title
Keeper of The National Register
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ﬂ..i Mt. Carmel is situated on Mt, Carmel Road, south side of
.'1
{
¢
L

Mitchell Road, approximately 2 1/2 miles west of U.S, Route
‘301 sQuth, 2 miles north of La Plata, Maryland.

The earliest building now standing at Mt, Carxmel is a two
part frame house, known as "the Monastery." The main block,
built circa 1790 and restored in 1936~37, consists of a two
story structure with a moderately pitched "A" frame roof.

It is three bays, in length with the main, entrance door of
both facade elevations (north apnd south) occupying the first
bay from the west end. At the east end stands'a single
exterior chimney with a free standing stack. The exterior
doors are of vertjical planks, each having a woed s&toop with
simple xailings. First floor window openings frame sash of
9/9 panes while those windows of the second floor frame sash of
6/6 panes. The exterior sheatling is of random width beaded
boards (1936-1937) over the brick nogged structural framing.
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The base of the east end chimney is pow enclosed within a
very small, one bhay, frame hyphen which connects the main
block with a one story, four bay frame wing. This portion
of the house is said to predate that part previously dis-
cussed but if this is true it dpes so by only a few years.
At its principal (noxth) facade the main entrance door
occupies the third bay from the east corner. It is also of
batten design. The three windows are of 9/9 pane sash, The
exterior walls were, like the main block, sheathed with
random width beaded boards at the time of the 1936~37 re~
storation. The rxoof is of an "A" frame plan and, is again
like the main hlock, covered with slate shingles, Both parts
of the house were restored following their "discovery" in
1933 in a nearly ruinous condition. The entire house, de-
void of any extraneous ornamentation, reflects the austerity
of the life of theg Carmelite nuns whq are helieved te have
used this house as their residence, The interioxr of the
house remains unfinished but has been partially furnished asg
a museum that physically documents the manner in which the
Carmelite nuns lived and worked, - ' ,
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A short distance from the north~east corner of the house
stands a small hrick chapel designed in 1936-37 by architect
Philip H, Frohman and built the same year. It was construgt~
ed on what is believed to have been the site of the original
convent chapel and 'is ‘simple in plan, A small 19th century
cemetery is situated .east of the church, A "

.

The once serene hill top site of Mt, Carmel is nbw seriously
- threatened by the expansion of a nearby housing development

upfortunately known as Mt, Carmel Estateg.
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}’_itna-ut. Carmel Monastery was founded on Octgber 15, 1790,

- |'by four Beligum Carmelite nuns, three of them former natives
«»“ | | of Charles County. Departing from Beligum in May, 1790,
ﬂfL‘]thay arrived at nearby Port Tobacco through the agsistance
~t* "of Bishop Carrall and Father Charles Neale, 8. J. On

. | arrival they set up a temporary residence at Chandler's
Hope, the family home of Father Neale. By October 15, 1790,
Pather Neale had negotiated for the purchase of the present
Mt. Carmel lands and the nuns transferred their residency

| o that property. The Mt. Carmel groperty was a part of a
tract ‘of land granted in the mid~17th century to Baker
Brooke, a politically active figure, loyal to the Calvext
family during Fendall's Rebellion of 1659-1660. Brooke's
home reputedly stood on the part of the property that be-
came the Monagtery that burned,'along with several other
structures, in early 19th century (circa 1800-1815),
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‘Besides the Maonastery building remaining on the Mt. Carmel

tract the Carmpelite nuns built several othexs including

another residence, a chapel, and a school as well as numerous

| domestic dependencies. The farm became largely self-sufficient

» ¥ | through the efforts of these pioneer religious wemen and the
parishoners they helped to serve. =

SEE
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¢ .| However, in the early 19th century a fire destroyed several

’ important buildings and the farm and school became increasing-
“' | 1y difficult to maiptain. In 1831 the Carmelite nuns then in {
| residence were ordered to transfer the Congent to Baltimore
" | City, Maryland and the Mt, Carmel properxty in Charles County
was abandoned, g ' '

‘. | In 1933 several native Charles countiang launched an investi~
" | gation inte the higtory and precise location of the o:iginal
- | convent and through their efforts the two remaining buildings
then tenanted and fallen into disrepair, were,diacovered

and an organization, called the Restqrers of Mt. Carmel in
Maryland, formed to aid in the restoration of the site. The

. (Seg centinuation sheet)
§ m SRR :€-III’ T - - ‘ W T - e - ———

- ST ——

- e L. P D S e o i o s




Restoxera of Mt. Camal in Maryland. Haba Data Forma pre= , .=»
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Klapthor, Margaret Brown and Brown, Paul D., History of Charles
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ssion. 1958, :

g r . - - :
. e R B e —.Tp T Ty — COCNELL L
am L“H!— AT Ty I T RTERID TR my 1= o . oo R o N—

) i Rt ; -.-'-’!?:sr_g;wsv . e VR T I L
LATITUDE AND L ON mruq' cqonnmnn LATITURE AND & !-' connumun
ulmn"ml A mEETANGLE LOGATIP’Q tHE rrowgnry | O OlF'NI[‘lC Tl"u ‘-;n';‘!‘“ PRINT OF A PROWERTY
CORNER LATITUDE T LONGITUDE _‘ R e LATITUBE’ ] " LoNgITUDE
477 [Degress Minutes Secends |Dagrees Minutes Seconds Degrees  Minutes Soc;m'h ' qu_-u' Minutes Secends
NW L) ' w [l e ' " [ v . ° ' .
NE | % ' . e ' " | 38 33 21 77 00 0l
L PUR UL SR [T B RN N
i s S L MY o i
ARPROXIMATE ACREAGE QF Noum'iun' PRQPERTY| . .—OMI-& T i e Ay b
18T ALL BTATES AND caunrnu FOR Puounﬂn OVERLAPPING rra"ru oR coun‘r‘f POUNDARIES
ATATRY ; L SR copk t:cl.m'ry el A 1 cook
,l"rafl‘:‘"' - R ' Fopd COYNTY: L fapK
Tl P e 8 ¥ B £ i A
BTATR) ‘i";'J ik ) [ ‘RORE | CQUNTY: . T T Zh coox
ATATE -""u'.-- o " | cobE | counTYr - .. LAl i ' Goor
i ﬂ.‘| \ i ' g
< FORM PREPA “"'1"" Th e ': i
NAME AND TITLE) A 5 R .
J. Richard Rivoine gt -
on-mlu*lon T ! " n G TR i ‘
Maryland Histqriaql 'I‘ruat % ; May, 1973
STRERT AND NUMARKRI i = : Yl SR e
ciTy,on rmmu st oo PR ; STAYE U TN conK

An the designated lt-;q thaon oumr for the Nll-

tional Histaric Preservation Act nr 1966 (Rublig Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

In the National Register and gertify that It ban heen: , '

nvaluated -ceordlnq to the giterin and pmcam res net ] Ll

forth by the Nulm; Pnrl: Bervice. The recommended

laval of nlmiﬂcqmg of thia nomination le;
National [ State [ Local [

| hereby certify that thip property is included in the
Netional ﬁp;q;er. i

Directar, Qifice af Afpmlur and fifetoric Pressrvaiign
N L TR l. Ly ' s L

Rate _
Nawa s I S W
Oa:jlan.d_q Ridm}t IV ] AR H
Title : ’
Btatq Hiatorig Presarvatior T Kpeper of The Natlonal Reglater
Qfficer. for qaryland LG TR
Pate Date

338

SNOIT1DONY1LSNI

R TR




CH=5).

Farm 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ATATK
{Jvly 1969) . NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryland
| NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES [coUNTY — —
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM P OR NPs USE ORLY

(Continuation Sheet) oot T,

(Wwbor ol aniripe) o e —
B \ '~ ' Mt. Carmel Monastery '
' Ne. 8, Significance Continued.

xestoration of the remaining buildings and the design for the
new chapel was prepared by Philip Hubert Frohman,an architect
of the Washington Cathedral, The buildings and immediate
grounds are now beautifully maintained, and yearly pilgrimages
as well as special religious gervices are held there throughout

the year,

oy

v T —————r——— - Ty - i e A ey e Lk s e Ll mTS——




e e < e s g Y -

oy s 'UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
.\ A ; r.?m 10-301 A NATIONAL FAﬂKNSERVICE X C H '5 2—'
e ! NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
ST PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM o
( Type a!! entries - anach to or en ctou with photagmph)
1. NAME A i ] ¥,
I"E'E"'unen Sad s "[ANB7OR HisTORIE Y wmqln uon; Mnﬂmﬁ‘"ﬁ'{
Mt, Carmel Monastery
2. LOCATION Satio i aidaien.ae-ndabiai kit T e
i e LR T [eounty ; ; R £ 1 D - —
Maryland ' ' Charles Port Tobacco
STREKT AND NUMBER . S5 R e g e ; A - -
m:, HCameJ. Road _ . by |
i | i i \ !
3, PHOTO REFERENCE T G - Tty sy :; e q‘
FHQTO CREDIT. ' T [eATH N TIVE FILED = ' {
o g L : P 55‘2 Riwa Road gl
William Morgan ummer, 1969 ‘ Apnapolis, Maryland
4. IDENTIFICATION _ _
| DEACRIAR VIEW, DIRRG TION, KT¢C, ‘ e
' | Northwest elevation.
g f i
’.. Ilgli.u of
i
.” ‘.: t "
3
' -j.u!f .IY__-:‘\ ; '_'.‘-' : ‘.I r‘ -* TTIT RN JMW' “
) o '-."'. O LD ! g1 b MOy A : ; .
A, o G e e
PR I & ; il b B g
. ﬁ,!:h&. u ]’“‘I L',‘ T _‘h ) L
. Il??ll’;.': I,i \ ) &.. -.,‘ ‘.'“' f ‘i.ll;.":‘L“ . :r ‘
' . .‘,",._1..., .I‘.' 'l-,{ry'.g; 0 } i ‘ :
ALaA ‘ :.'l. Yy ti T !i."' " Y
1 N ',f:' ! '.I]'I ¥ l' l ‘; t v
v \ Yoy
o v $‘.’ i h L ¥ 'I_ & I'I“.‘ v
1 "“"J'“ p',‘ _:'. 4 - L L T L2 ?"-- !
s mw '~" AN ;:-b'*f',"ﬁ"." i PR (PR i =
.tn. ." f\ ; .'"’;. iy A0 ‘-.I Jraoy " :u i .
.-- "-1,:- PR Mt s g A TR I \ A .
Oy "&N" ".,::"‘.!‘.‘1 A r"ﬁu el ! Py '. 1-"

, \ le‘ { " }*,1 “ﬂ",‘ b 2 8 1 !
3 o )\ "T; “"’h . -. .‘. :" .' r{ilrt‘-ﬂ“ B’F. *. ,iw \H*"ffq '.r b ! ﬂM ;‘h ﬁ "11‘! oy 34'






Habro dey +, N
.\Et‘llhll“\; "\-\

# - L
R
1S

t“'l“

'_ i.' P 3 I ¥
.I. 'L :‘. ‘R;" .V.\ I >
F‘ti t '.-" R e

L) S R
. ,"rf"' -}’L - | i:h
- | -
™ I
R 5 4 1 A

B Mount Carmel Honasteny

-1 4269
Yok 38° 3% AN
| ony, 779 00" O

L& CLATA 1.5 MY
CHAREOT—Z HaLL 1% M Y

CH-52.




A e

=

N i T

-




Mot Carmel CH~s=

Wwilliam MnGan (969



